The title of this volume in the series of Clinics in Gastroenterology is rather misleading. It covers predominantly the biochemical aspects of genetically determined metabolic errors affecting the gastrointestinal tract, while the extent to which clinical aspects are discussed varies considerably. Comment on the genetics is often an unsupported statement of autosomal inheritance, though the general principles have already been covered in an excellent introductory chapter. The section on multifactorial inheritance should be particularly useful for gastroenterologists in view of the familial incidence of so many diseases of the gut. However, only 11 pages are devoted to these mainly more common disorders, including infantile pyloric stenosis, duodenal ulcer, coeliac disease, and inflammatory bowel disease.
There is a useful short section on generalised syndromes in which the gut may be involved, such as pseudoxanthoma elasticum.
The major portion of the book deals with disorders of carbohydrate, electrolyte, nitrogen, vitamin, mineral, and lipid absorption. Considerable detail is given on the physiology and pathology of the absorptive process with extensive references. I found the chapter on mineral absorption particularly informative. Two of the longest chapters are on the pancreas and liver. They both show a better balance with rather less on the metabolic pathways, though details are included where known, but there is also some overlap, for example, cystic fibrosis and ml-antitrypsin deficiency. 
